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The defensive walls of the city of Mostaganem
(Algeria) in the Ottoman period

an archaeological study

Dr. BOUABDALLAH BELDJOUZI®
Abstract:

The city of Mostaganem, like other Algerian cities in the
Ottoman era, needed to strengthen its including internal and
external defensive fortifications, for various security reasons.

The Spanish conquest of the city of Oran was one of the
strong reasons that led Algeria's governor, Khairuddin Barbaros,
to fortify the city of Mostaganem against the Spanish raids,
which were attacked from time to time in the 16th century.
Therefore, the towers increased in the Ottoman era and further
doubled their walls , Strengthening its defensive power until it
became a strong and strategic city.

For its geographical situation, Mostaganem was always
regarded as the base of an attack against the Spaniards in Oran.
The internal revolutions, especially those that emerged in the late
Ottoman period, led to more attention to the fortification of the
city by the Ba'ayat who deliberated on the Western boycott.
Accordingly, the problematic of this intervention focused on
highlighting the importance of these fortifications and their role

in the defense of the city during the Ottoman period in Algeria .

Keywords: Algeria - Mostaganem - the Ottoman era -
fortifications - architecture - walls - doors
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